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Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 PANAMA 06898 102155Z 

64 

ACTION L-03 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-06 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 

INR-07 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-06 EB-07 NRC-05 TRSE-00 ERDA-05 COME-OO MC-02 

OPIC-03 AID-05 /080W 

080520 

R 102032Z NOV 75 
FM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5739 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 6898 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: BGEN, PFOR, PINR, PN 

SUBJECT: BRIBERY OF FOREIGN OFFICIALS BY US FIRMS OPERATING ABROAD 
REF: STATE 258169 

1. IN REVIEW OF PANAMA COMMERCIAL CODE AND LAWS APPLICABLE TO 
BUSINESS, EMBASSY WAS UNABLE IDENTIFY ANY LAWS OR REGULATIONS 
GOVERNING OR PROHIBITING INVOLVEMENT BY FOREIGN BUSINESS AGENTS 
IN SALES TO GOVERNMENT OF PANAMA. A MEMBER OF MINISTRY OF 
COMMERCE LEGAL STAFF WITH WHOM EMBOFF HAD OPPORTUNITY INFORMALLY 
RAISE QUESTION STATED THAT ANY LITIGATION GROWING OUT OF ALLEGED 
BRIBE WOULD MOST LIKELY BE BASED ON GENERAL PROVISIONS OF CIVIL 
CODE RELATING TO CONDUCT OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS, AND PRINCIPAL 
DEFENDANTS WOULD BE THE LATTER. 

2. PROVISOS OF 1972 CONSTITUTION, OTHER LAWS AND COMMERCIAL CODE 
WHICH AFFECT DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN FIRMS DOING BUSINESS IN PANAMA 
ARE DESCRIBED IN PUBLICATION "A STATEMENT OF THE LAWS OF PANAMA 
IN MATTERS AFFECTING BUSINESS" PREPARED UNDER AUSPICES OF THE OAS 
IN A1974. 
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